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COUNCIL        February 4, 2010 

 

Wilmington City Council met on Thursday, February 4, 2010, with President Fred Ertel 

presiding. 

 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Wells, present; Peterson, absent; Wallace, present; Mead, 

present; Mongold, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Hatten was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by McKay to excuse the absent member. 

Motion passed. 

Absent member excused. 

 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Mongold to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, January 21, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as received. 

 

President of Council – Fred Ertel : Our Mayor is in D.C., correct? 

 

Acting Clerk of Council Andrea Tacoronte:  Correct. 

 

Mayor – In the absence of Mayor Raizk, there was no report. 

 

President Ertel: Asset, Acquisition and Use? 

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use –Chairperson Sandy Mongold:  No report, Mr. President.     

 

President Ertel:  Auditor – not present. 

 

Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.  

 

President Ertel:  Finance Committee? 

 

Finance Committee – Chairperson Sandy Mongold: We do have a resolution tonight 

authorizing request for advance payment for settlement from the county. This is a yearly 

resolution that allows us to retrieve the funds due us from the county.   

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing Request for Advance Payment for Settlement from County. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2186 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold:  There currently is a Finance Committee scheduled for 

Tuesday, February 16, at 8 am. That is all. Thank you. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Water Committee? 

 

Water Committee – Chairperson Mike Wallace:  Mr. President, we have a couple of 

items on the agenda this evening. These again are annual things that we go about that we 

really need to get done for the water to work efficiently. The first is a reading to 
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authorize the advertisement for bids for chemicals that we use to treat the water. Are 

there any questions?  

 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Wells to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Authorizing the Advertising for Bids and Purchase of Chemicals for the 

Water Department. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Mongold to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4896 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Wallace: The second item is something very similar. We need to haul the 

sludge away and so we need to advertise and contract for that as well.  

 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Wells to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Authorizing Advertisement and Contract for Hauling of Lime Sludge from 

Water Treatment Plant.  

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Wells to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Wells to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4897 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Wallace: That is all we have, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Streets Committee? 

 

Streets Committee –   Councilman Wells: In the absence of Councilwoman Peterson, I 

have one item on the agenda tonight. We want to change that from three readings to just 

the first reading. This is a resolution authorizing the Ohio Department of Transportation 

to perform work on State Route 68 in the City of Wilmington and authorizing the mayor 

to sign a contract for the same. Are there any questions or discussion? 

 

President Ertel: There are no time issues involved here, so the first reading is appropriate 

and timely? 

 

Councilman Wells:  Yes. 

 

City Treasurer Geoffrey Phillips:  Question. Is this part of the stimulus project? 

 

Service Director Larry Reinsmith:  Yes. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  I thought the initial presentation was there would be no cost to the 

city, and I see we are asking for about a quarter million dollars. Could someone explain 

why? 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  Yes, we can explain. We talked about this in committee last night. 

This was a last-minute surprise and they like surprises. We had a million dollars 

authorized to do this project with stimulus money and ODOT money. Our engineers did 

an estimate that came in at $1,000,000. Now, when it was submitted to ODOT, ODOT 

themselves do an estimate for their engineering project. They came up with about 
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another $132,000 extra plus they added $112,000 in there for engineering services, 

which would include inspections and things like that that they do. So, their estimate 

came in at $1,232,000. The project has to go on. As I explained to committee last night, 

there are three options that we can do. One is to go ahead and put the money in escrow. 

We did that before for one project and we never spent the money. It was returned back to 

us.  The president doesn’t want this project to be held up, he wants to move on, so we 

can’t really stop it and amend it right now. So, one option is to put money in the bank 

and go on. The second option is to amend it right now and we can subtract line items 

from the project and when it bids, if it comes in lower than that, you are pretty much 

stuck there – you can’t raise it, because the administration doesn’t want change orders 

either on these projects. The third option would be to go ahead and bid it out. If it goes 

over the million dollars, then you can go in and do an amendment, but there is going to 

be a little penalty, because ODOT has to pay the contractor a penalty. Now, we did just 

bid Main and Locust. Originally, that was a $4,000,000 project. We submitted it to 

ODOT and ODOT came back with a $3.6 million estimate. It bid last Thursday, and it 

came in at $2.9 million. It came in $700,000 less than even ODOT. All of the projects 

are running a lot lower than their estimates. Even Nelson Road came in at about a 

quarter million dollars less. We met with the committee last night and the committee 

decided to go ahead and give it one reading. I am going to call ODOT and find out what 

the cost of the penalty is going to be if we go ahead and amend it after the bid. Then, we 

can go and make a decision at that point.  

 

Councilman McKay:  It is a very good possibility that it will come in under and that 

money will not come into play at all. 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  The only other option is we talk to them about it, but we really can’t 

do that until the mayor gets back. But, I’m going to have the mayor try to talk to 

somebody and see if we can’t take a little bit of that other money from the other project. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  That was going to be my question. Really, wasn’t it all one amount of 

money and we have assigned it to three different projects? 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  No. There were two assigned projects. Part of the money is ODOT’s 

money. I know on the $4,000,000 project, $800,000 belonged to ODOT. The other $3.2 

million belonged to the feds. ODOT is not real excited about getting rid of the money, 

but maybe we can get some of the stimulus money that would have been on the other 

project to go on this project. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  Obviously, I encourage that we pursue it, and I know the mayor will. 

My question is back to the $250,000. This resolution, obviously, one reading tonight 

commits us to put that money in escrow so we potentially have a liability right then, 

right?   

 

Larry Reinsmith:  Yes.  

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  Where will that $250,000 come from?  It will need to be budgeted… 

 

Larry Reinsmith: It is going to be discussed, I think, at the Finance Committee meeting 

that they called for next week.  

 

Geoffrey Phillips: In all likelihood, you have one option, and that is the General Fund. 

So, the two-million dollar deficit will become a two-and-a-quarter million dollar deficit, 

in worst case. 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  If that were the avenue they were going to take. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig:  It was made pretty clear last night in the committee meeting that 

we didn’t want the project to be held up or cancelled, but we had no intentions of 

spending the money in any way. If we have to do a change-order after the bid went 

through, we would do that to reduce the cost of it. At the moment, the way it is being 

presented to us, our hands are kind of tied in how we approach. We really don’t want to 

walk away from a million dollar project for the city because of how it is being presented 
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to us. Our intentions were to do one reading while we continue to investigate and work 

further on this.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold:   There is a high possibility, and of course that is just a gamble 

to us, that we will come in under bid and we will have the extra money and we will not 

have to take it from the general fund. So, it is all right now kind of a guessing game until 

we can get some more answers.  

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  Do we have an obligation to escrow our money when we sign the 

contract, or at the time of bidding, or before the contract is let? 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  It is before the contract is let. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  Well, then that is obviously helpful. Now, this project is Xenia 

Avenue and 68 into Wilmington... 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  It starts at Locust Street and goes all of the way out to the corp. line – 

new curb and gutter and sidewalks. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  Sidewalks on both sides of the street? 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  Yes. There was a quarter of a million dollars in there in full-depth 

pavement repair in that project. I know when we looked at the other project, the unit 

price they used was like $110 a square yard or something like that. That is twice as much 

as the money we used when we estimated. So, I think there is some play in the number 

anyway. If we did anything, we could slide that full-depth repair down because that road 

is not in that bad of shape. I think it is more important to get the curb and gutters and the 

walks in than the paving. Maybe we could work that number down. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips: And to clarify, Xenia Avenue would have sidewalks on both sides of 

the streets. 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  Yes. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips: Thank you for answering the questions. 

 

Larry Reinsmith: Just as a side note, the Main and Locust Street low bidder was 

Jurgensen, which they own Melvin Asphalt and everything. It is a local company.  

 

Councilman Wells:  Are there any other questions? 

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on a 

resolution (Final) Allowing the Ohio Department of Transportation to Perform Work on 

S.R. 68 in the City of Wilmington and Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a Contract for the 

Same. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Councilman Wells: That is all that we have on the agenda. As far as the second and third 

reading, I think we will be okay to schedule that for the next council meeting. The 

Finance Committee will have met by then. 

 

Wells requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting. 

 

Larry Reinsmith:  Don, there are two important dates on that project. I think the deadline 

to make any changes and amendments for that project was March 12. I think the project 

bids March 25. 

 

Councilman Wells: So we will be okay. Thank you, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Solid Waste/Recycling? 
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Solid Waste/Recycling Committee:  Chairperson Don Wells:  No report. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Wastewater/Sewer Committee? 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee:  Chairperson Mark McKay:  No report, Mr. President.   

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Judiciary? 

 

Judiciary Committee:  Chairman Rob Jaehnig:  No report, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Safety Committee? 

 

Safety Committee- Chairperson Rob Jaehnig:  We have one item tonight. This is a third 

reading on the resolution in regards to the GovDeals auctioning of city surplus. We are 

going to amend this resolution tonight. The change that we are making in it has to do 

with the addition of how we have to advertise for city surplus. We have discovered in the 

Ohio regulations that we can advertise once a year in the newspaper and then updates 

will be then posted on the website. So, there will be a standard resolution that gets put 

into the newspaper at the beginning of each year, and that is what we are adding in, and 

then as city surplus becomes available for auction, that will be going on to the city 

website. That is the amendment that we are going to be adding to this resolution. Any 

questions or comments? 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  One quick question – in committee at the last two meetings we talked 

about that you were going to see some numbers in terms of the pro forma and what it is 

going to cost. Were any numbers put on paper? 

 

 Councilman Jaehnig:  Yes. A good example would be 2007 we had an auction. Our total 

revenue was $4000. Our total cost, just for advertisement and for auctioneering, was 

$2000. If we had auctioned through GovDeals, our cost would have been $30.26. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold:  And that is not counting the man hours, correct? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig:  Right. That doesn’t count the man hours, towing and so forth in 

regards to it. While, if you get into a large enough auction and you start getting into the 

thirty, forty, fifty-thousand dollar auctions, you know, an auctioneer becomes much 

more advantageous at that particular point. One of the things that we have also 

discovered is that we had many items in city surplus that were sold for extremely under 

value. A prime example was a piece of fire equipment that we actually put up for auction 

three times before it finally sold. Everything told us that that was worth a minimum of 

$5000 by national auction. It finally sold for $1000, and we actually had to go out and 

beg people to come and bid on it.  Another piece of city surplus was when we replaced 

the phone system. The company doing the replacement was interested in bidding and 

was interested in buying the phone system for $5000. They were trying to get us to sell it 

to them at that particular point. Of course, according to our bylaws and how we have to 

operate, we could not do that. They were not interested in driving down to the auction, 

and the phone system ended up selling for $1. We are hoping that this will help alleviate 

some of those issues. What this contract with GovDeals does, though, it does not limit us 

from actually having local auctions. So, if there are certain items that make sense to have 

a local auction, it does not limit us from doing it. We just cannot list items on both 

auctions at the same time.  

 

Geoffrey Phillips: Thank you. And those numbers are in the minutes of your meeting, so 

a year from now, when we evaluate, we will have that to measure by? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig:  And there are more numbers in the minutes. 

 

Geoffrey Phillips:  Good. Thank you. 

 

Safety Director Nick Babb:  Rob, I might add, on that one fire truck, there are collectors 

across the country that probably would have paid far more than $5000 for that truck 

because that was a specialized vehicle.  
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Councilman Jaehnig:  While we want to make sure that we are keenly aware of local 

businesses and buying local and so forth, the one thing that this does is it allows us to 

bring outside money into the community, which is even better than recycling our own 

money. We need to bring as much outside money into the community as possible. This 

will allow us, to be honest, to get a pretty good chunk of it moving into the community. 

If there is no other discussion, I would like to move for the first reading on this 

resolution.  

 

President Ertel:  Before we do that, I would like to move on the amendment.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to amend the resolution as 

stated. 

Motion passed. 

Resolution amended. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Mongold to give the third reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a Contract with GovDeals, Inc. to 

Sell City Surplus Items to the Public Through an On-Line Auction Service, As 

Amended. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Mongold to pass the resolution as read. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2187 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig:  Thank you, Mr. President. That is all we have. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you.  Downtown Revitalization?  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee - Convener Mark McKay – We have one item, Mr. 

President. It is the resolution appointing Design Review Board members. There are three 

members, as you see in your packet, for two-year terms. Are there questions regarding 

that? 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Appointing Design Review Board Members. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Wallace to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Wallace to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No.2188 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay:  That is all  I have, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Parks & Recreation? 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee - Convener Mike Wallace – No report, Mr. President. 

We are waiting for spring. 

 

President Ertel:  Very good. Service Director, Larry? 

 

Service Director- Service Director Larry Reinsmith: No report. Drive safely this 

weekend…we’re going to get some snow. 

 

President Ertel:  How is the salt going? 
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Larry Reinsmith:  We have plenty of salt. 

 

President Ertel:  Good. Safety Director? 

 

Safety Director – Nick Babb:  No report. I would just like to thank the Safety Committee 

for moving on the GovDeals. It will save the city a lot of money. Thanks. 

 

Reports:    

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Mongold to approve the Income Tax 

Report – January 2010 and the Municipal Court Report – 2009, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as received. 

 

President Ertel:  At this point, I would like to open the meeting up to the general public 

and/or members of council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter:  200 Randolph Street. I just want to thank Mr. Wells and his committee for 

last night’s meeting on the landfill questions that I brought up a couple of meetings ago. 

We had some good, positive answers, and I’m very satisfied with the meeting. I thank 

you guys a lot for letting me vent, including Larry, who helped too. 

 

Councilman Wells: Thank you. 

 

President Ertel again asked if anybody else from the public or the council wished to 

address council while in session.   

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Ertel asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Wells to adjourn.  

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

      _____________________________ 

      President of Council 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Clerk  


